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vaccines, autism would be a disservice
to patients, families

In a recent statement, American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
President Dr. Susan J. Kressly criticized the proposal for a
federal study to investigate a link between vaccines and autism,
labeling it a disservice to patients and families. Extensive
research has consistently shown no association between
vaccines, including the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine,
and autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Dr. Kressly argued that
allocating resources to re-examine this disproven theory diverts
attention and funding from more pressing research areas that
could better support individuals with autism and address broader
child health priorities.

Dr. Kressly's statement underscores the importance of focusing
research efforts on areas that offer tangible benefits to children
and families, rather than revisiting discredited theories that could
undermine public confidence in vaccination programs.

AAP President Opinion on Measles Vaccination

Research

AAP seeking Participants for
a Learning Collaborative

The AAP seeks up to 15 pediatric
providers in a pediatric practice
interested in participating in an 8-week
virtual learning collaborative (LC) using
the Immunization Discussion

Guides during clinical encounters with
patients and families, from
approximately April through June 2025.
The collaborative will include regular
conference calls coordinated by the
AAP.

Immunization Rates AAP Learning Collaborative

Registration

This interactive map illustrates each
state’s immunization rates and
compares them with national rates.

Vaccinations Across America

Map

National Infant Immunization Week

National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) is a yearly observance held in April, highlighting the
importance of protecting children two years and younger from vaccine-preventable diseases.
NIW is April 21-28, 2025. CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommend that
children stay on track with their well-child appointments and routine vaccinations. On-time
vaccination is critical to provide protection against potentially life-threatening diseases.

National Infant Immunization Week is April 21-28

Measles Resources for Healthcare Professionals

These resources are updated with the most current measles information for
healthcare professionals.

Measles Statistical Data 2024/2025
Red Book: Immunization Digest
Health Alert Network: Measles

IKC: Measles/MMR Vaccine Resource Hub
RedBook Measles Treatment Webinars

Healthcare Professional Frequently Asked Questions Measles
Patient Care



https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2025031501aap&r=12238875-a69c&l=020-747&t=c
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/31547?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=PA%5FOnCall&utm_campaign=OnCall%5FFri%5FMarch14%5F2025
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/Vaccine/index.html?_gl=1*q00ey0*_ga*MTk5NDQ4NzMwMy4xNzI1OTk4OTA1*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*MTc0MTgxNTY1My4xNTMuMS4xNzQxODE4MzExLjAuMC4w*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*MTc0MTgxNzcxOS43OC4xLjE3NDE4MTgzMTEuMC4wLjA.
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.aap.org%2fen%2fpatient-care%2fimmunizations%2fcommunication-aids%2f&c=E,1,QyVAfYdr_QnDtqBSEWxu6jP9fQdeHtwMzTB_siboslDcBIq3GeAPsM2ttxBtn2u1rNEPsme73a-E4cUEq-Xub8Y9grjar9Pw-09ItB_3h0AxYyLa9gpzjb0,&typo=1
https://downloads.aap.org/DOPCSP/IZDGLCRecruitmentCFP.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/national-infant-immunization-week/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/15187/Red-Book-Online-Outbreaks-Measles?searchresult=1
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/23648/
https://www.cdc.gov/han/index.html
https://www.immunizekansascoalition.org/measles
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/15686?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/measles/measles-frequently-asked-questions/

Pediatric Measles Resources for Vaccine Education

Discussion guides, infographics and discussion guides to aid in vaccine education.

Discussion Guides

for MMR

Immunization
Discussion Guides

Influenza Remains at
Epidemic Levels

For week 9, ending March 1,
CDC’s showed influenza-like
illness activity at high to very
high levels in 32 of 49 reporting
jurisdictions. Sixteen pediatric
deaths associated with
seasonal influenza virus
infection were reported during
week 9, bringing the 2024-25
season total to 114 childhood
deaths due to influenza.
e Age 6 months—17 years:
45.8% (last season at
this time: 50.9%)
e Age 18 years and older:
45.2% (last season at
this time: 45.5%)

Development of
2025-2026 Flu
Vaccine

The March 13, 2025, meeting
of the FDA’s Vaccines and
Related Biological Products
Advisory Committee on the
influenza vaccine strains for the
2025-2026 influenza season in
the U.S. has been cancelled.
FDA continues to work with
federal and international
partners and U.S.-licensed
influenza vaccine
manufacturers to prepare for
the upcoming season. We do
not anticipate any impact on
vaccine supply or timing of
availability.

World Health
Organization

Recommends 2025-
2026 composition for
Flu Vaccine

MMR Vaccine

Infographic

Influenza Rates Nationwide

During the March 2024 FDA VRBPAC meeting, the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
announced that only trivalent flu vaccines would be
available for use in the United States for the 2024-
2025 flu season.

Since the beginning of the 2024-2025 respiratory
vaccination season, it was discovered that many
Kansas providers are documenting flu doses
administered as quadrivalent, instead of trivalent, in
KSWeblZ. The Kansas Immunization Program is
asking for everyone’s help in correcting this moving
forward.

For any questions or concerns, please contact

your Regional Immunization Nurse or the Nurse On
Call at 877-296-0464.

Weekly CDC Flu Surveillance Report

Vaccine Inventory Management:
Stock Rotation

Vaccines, like other medications, have an
expiration date.

It is important that vaccine stock is rotated and
checked regularly for expired doses. For best
practice, the vaccine coordinator or other
designated person should rotate vaccine and
diluent stock at least once a week, as well as each
time your facility receives a vaccine delivery. Any
expired vaccines and diluents should be removed
immediately to avoid inadvertently administering
them.

For best practice guidance on vaccine storage and
handling, visit the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) Vaccine Storage and Handling
Toolkit and the Vaccines for Children Policy and
Procedure Manual.

Maternal Tdap Or Influenza Vaccination During Pregnancy Linked To
Greater Neonatal HBV Vaccination Uptake

HCPIlive (3/6) reports, “New research is shedding light on a significant association between
maternal vaccination during pregnancy and neonatal vaccination against hepatitis B virus (HBV)
before hospital discharge.” A study highlights “an 8-fold increase in the odds of newborn receipt
of the HepB vaccine among participants who received the tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis
(Tdap) vaccine or seasonal influenza vaccine during pregnancy compared with participants who
declined both pregnancy vaccinations.” Researchers concluded, “Receipt of the Tdap or
seasonal influenza vaccine during pregnancy was associated with newborn receipt of the HepB
vaccine in-hospital.” The study was published in the Permanente Journal.

Association of Vaccination in Pregnancy With Newborn Hepatitis B Vaccine

Receipt

SIGN UP NOW!
Framing Immunization Commentaries
Limited Spots Available

Pediatrician advocacy on childhood immunization is vital: as a profession, we are a trusted voice
in a moment when public confidence in vaccines is being eroded. One of the most effective ways


https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/11ChildhoodGuide_MMR_Clinician.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/communication-aids/
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/11ChildhoodGuide_MMR_Family.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-02-2025-recommendations-announced-for-influenza-vaccine-composition-for-the-2025-2026-northern-hemisphere-influenza-season
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fvaccine-types%2Ftrivalent.html%3FCDC_AAref_Val=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fflu%252Fprevent%252Ftrivalent.htm%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958add6237-6f1b20c1-5888-433f-b67c-38269d2637a3-000000/s2dB_USGE2SsOxQpVNk6fXJUNu11XAGoAODb1wSEWJo=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.kdhe.ks.gov%2FDocumentCenter%2FView%2F23162%2FKIP---VFC-Regional-Map%3FbidId=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958add6237-6f1b20c1-5888-433f-b67c-38269d2637a3-000000/Kd6F5ZFfQN3Z_-j5ugeq25zGzcj2e0ingU2W7Obk-RU=396
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2025-week-04.html
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fhcp%2Fadmin%2Fstorage%2Ftoolkit%2Fstorage-handling-toolkit.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958add6237-6f1b20c1-5888-433f-b67c-38269d2637a3-000000/TPDZIjc03_aaDlyDpobco49M8klortKKoKXdrcquf-E=396
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.kdhe.ks.gov%2FDocumentCenter%2FView%2F432%2FVaccines-for-Children-Policy-and-Procedure-Manual-PDF%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001958add6237-6f1b20c1-5888-433f-b67c-38269d2637a3-000000/Wa22jW_HCLpVFtxHnfpKhzgFXTvGUtO_NFcnohigBTc=396
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2025030701aap&r=12238875-80ae&l=004-35b&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2025030701aap&r=12238875-80ae&l=005-906&t=c
https://www.thepermanentejournal.org/doi/10.7812/TPP/24.061

to amplify our advocacy voices is by writing for the public in op/eds, letters to the editor, guest
columns, and other forms of brief media commentary.

That’'s why Kansas AAP is thrilled to partner with the FrameWorks Institute to offer a crash
course in Framing Immunization Commentaries. Participants will learn the logistics and hidden
expectations of placing media commentaries; a fail-proof formula for organizing commentaries;
and arguments and metaphors that, according to research, move hearts and minds on
immunization policy.

This virtual seminar will be held on these dates and times:
e April 8, 12:15-1pm
e April 15, 12:15-1pm
e April 22, 12:15-1pm

Sessions build on each other, so joining involves a commitment to attending all three sessions
and completing a (very!) short individual exercise between meetings. FrameWorks is available to
review and comment on participant drafts after the seminar concludes.

Please note that space is limited. If we have more interest than capacity, we’ll explore hosting
this seminar again in the future.

To sign up please email michelle.horst@kansasaap.org No previous experience is required, but
if you have published op/eds in the past, please indicate that in your email and provide a copy or
link to publications.

Email Michelle Horst with any Immunization Questions
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